Leona C. Wilkinson
February 14, 1928 - May 6, 2021

Leona (Lee) Cone Wilkinson, age 93 of Fort Myers, Florida, passed away on Thursday,
May 6, 2021 at Hospice House in Fort Myers, Florida. She was born February 14, 1928 in
Pittsfield, Massachusetts to the late Leo M. and Clara F. Cone. On July 4, 1951, she
married William (Bill) Hadley Wilkinson who preceded her in death on January 19, 2018.
A devoted wife, mother and grandmother, Lee is survived by her three sons, Fred (Darla)
Wilkinson of Mendham, New Jersey, Andrew Wilkinson of Atlanta, Georgia, and Charlie
(Robyn) Wilkinson of Lexington, Kentucky. She was predeceased by her daughter, Mary
Lee (Wilkinson) Ingersoll, her son, William Wilkinson, and her husband Bill. She is also
survived by three granddaughters: Allison Wilkinson, Kelsey Wilkinson, and Rachel
Wilkinson. She will be dearly missed.
Lee was a 1946 graduate of Pittsfield High School and in 1952, earned her B.A. degree in
Home Economics at Russell Sage College in Troy, New York. After graduation, Lee
worked at a local bank and served as a substitute teacher. During her time in Troy, she
met and married Bill, a graduate and Associate Professor at Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute.
In 1956, Lee, Bill and their family relocated to Columbus, Ohio, where they raised their five
children. Prior to becoming Florida residents, they split their time between Columbus and
Ft. Myers. Lee organized and taught a water aerobics class with friends, contributed to a
community newsletter and taught English as a volunteer with a local literacy program in
the Fort, Myers area. In 2016, Lee and Bill retired to Fort Myers, Florida full time. In
Columbus, they were members of Grace Brethren Church and in Ft. Myers were members
of Westminster Presbyterian Church; over the years were leaders in several bible studies.
Throughout her life, Lee enjoyed teaching, cooking, reading, traveling, and spending time
with friends old and new. A memorial service will be held at 10:30 AM on Friday, May 14,
2021 at the Village Church at Shell Point in Fort Myers, Florida. In lieu of flowers the family
requests contributions be made to Hospice House or Shell Point, both in Fort Myers,

Florida. Friends are encouraged to share a memory of Lee and/or personal condolences
to the family at http://www.fortmyersmemorial.com
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Comments

“

My condolences to Lee Wilkinson's Family.
Lee and Bill Wilkinson welcomed my husband, Bill, and me into the Battelle family in
1969.
We were new to Columbus and Lee was a wealth of information for our little family,
from places to live and shop to child friendly places in Columbus. She also
introduced our expanding family of five boys and one girl to the Narnia series. We
are forever grateful.
Lee and I were members of the Battelle wives’ organization which was very formal at
the time. We were companions touring the cities where our husbands attended
national and international conferences. We enjoyed department picnics together at
Apple Valley and Battelle-Jefferson as well as( Indian Lake?)
She and Bill were supportive in my early writing career.
Lee is remembered. I remember her smile and soft voice. She was a good friend.

Peg and Bill Hanna - May 22 at 02:44 PM

